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TEC, §28.025.  HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND CERTIFICATE; ACADEMIC  
                          ACHIEVEMENT RECORD.   

(a)   The State Board of Education by rule shall determine curriculum requirements for the foundation high 
school program that are consistent with the required curriculum under Section 28.002.  The State Board of 
Education shall designate the specific courses in the foundation curriculum under Section 28.002(a)(1) 
required under the foundation high school program.  Except as provided by this section, the State Board of 
Education may not designate a specific course or a specific number of credits in the enrichment curriculum 
as requirements for the program. 

(b)   A school district shall ensure that each student, on entering ninth grade, indicates in writing an endorsement 
under Subsection (c-
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(8)   except as provided by Subsection (b-11), one credit in physical education under Section 
28.002(a)(2)(C). 

(b-2)   In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State Board of Education shall: 

(1)   provide for a student to comply with the curriculum requirements for an advanced English course 
under Subsection (b-1)(1), for an advanced mathematics course under Subsection (b-1)(2), and for 
any advanced science course under Subsection (b-1)(3) by successfully completing a course in the 
appropriate content area that has been approved as an advanced course by board rule or that is 
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(2)   seek, accept, and spend any federal or private grant funds and gifts that are available for the 
purpose of providing a personal financial literacy & economics course as part of the foundation 
high school program. 

(c)   A person may receive a diploma if the person is eligible for a diploma under Section 28.0251.  In other 
cases, a student may graduate and receive a diploma only if: 

(1)   the student successfully completes the curriculum requirements identified by the State Board of 
Education under Subsection (a) and complies with Sections 28.0256 and 39.025; or 

(2)   the student successfully completes an individualized education program developed under Section 
29.005. 

(c-1)   A student may earn an endorsement on the student's transcript by successfully completing curriculum 
requirements for that endorsement adopted by the State Board of Education by rule. The State Board of 
Education by rule shall provide students with multiple options for earning each endorsement, including, to 
the greatest extent possible, coherent sequences of courses.  The State Board of Education by rule must 
permit a student to enroll in courses under more than one endorsement curriculum before the student's 
junior year.  An endorsement under this subsection may be earned in any of the following categories: 

(1)   science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), which includes courses directly 
related to science, including environmental science, technology, including computer science, 
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(B)   the additional endorsement curriculum requirements prescribed by the State Board of 
Education under Subsection (c-2); and 

(2)   successfully completing all curriculum requirements for that endorsement adopted by the State 
Board of Education: 

(A)   without modification of the curriculum; or 

(B)   with modification of the curriculum, provided that the curriculum, as modified, is 
sufficiently rigorous as determined by the student's admission, review, and dismissal 
committee. 

(c-8)   For purposes of Subsection (c-7), the admission, review, and dismissal committee of a student in a special 
education program under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, shall determine whether the student is required to 
achieve satisfactory performance on an end-of-course assessment instrument to earn an endorsement on the 
student's transcript. 

(c-10)   In adopting rules under Subsection (c-1), the State Board of Education shall adopt or select five technology 
applications courses on cybersecurity to be included in a cybersecurity pathway for the science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics endorsement. 

(d)   A school district may issue a certificate of coursework completion to a student who successfully completes 
the curriculum requirements identified by the State Board of Education under Subsection (a) but who fails 
to comply with Section 39.025.  A school district may allow a student who receives a certificate to 
participate in a graduation ceremony with students receiving high school diplomas. 

(e)   Each school district shall report the academic achievement record of students who have completed the 
foundation high school program on transcript forms adopted by the State Board of Education.  The 
transcript forms adopted by the board must be designed to clearly identify whether a student received a 
diploma or a certificate of coursework completion. 

(e-1)   A school district shall clearly indicate a distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high 
school program as described by Subsection (b-15), an endorsement described by Subsection (c-1), and a 
performance acknowledgment described by Subsection (c-5) on the transcript of a student who satisfies the 
applicable requirements. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules as necessary to administer this 
subsection. 

(e-2)   At the end of each school year, each school district shall report through the Public Education Information 
Management System (PEIMS) the number of district students who, during that school year, were: 

(1)   enrolled in the foundation high school program; 

(2)   pursuing the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school program as 
provided by Subsection (b-15); and 

(3)   enrolled in a program to earn an endorsement described by Subsection (c-1). 

(e-3)   Information reported under Subsection (e-2) must be disaggregated by all student groups served by the 
district, including categories of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sex, and populations served by 
special programs, including students in special education programs under Subchapter A, Chapter 29. 

(f)   A school district shall issue a certificate of attendance to a student who receives special education services 
under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, and who has completed four years of high school but has not completed 
the student's individualized education program.  A school district shall allow a student who receives a 
certificate to participate in a graduation ceremony with students receiving high school diplomas.  A student 




