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Overview 
The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) Alternate 
assessment measures the progress that emergent bilingual (EB*) students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities make in acquiring the English language, as 
required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

As with TELPAS, TELPAS Alternate is aligned to the Texas English Language 
Proficiency Standards (ELPS) and measures English language proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. TELPAS Alternate is based on Alternate Proficiency 
Level Descriptors (PLDs) that were created to address the specific access needs of this 
student population. 

TELPAS Alternate is not a traditional multiple-choice assessment. Instead, test 
administrators use their knowledge of eligible students to evaluate their performance 
against a set of performance descriptors. Administrators record student performance 
ratings through the Data Entry Interface (DEI). 

*Note: As of the 2021-2022 school year, the term “emergent bilingual student” replaced the terms “English 
language learner” and “English learner” due to legislative requirements. 

 

https://www.ed.gov/ESSA
/sites/default/files/2019_TELPAS%20Alt%20PLDs_FORWEB.pdf
/sites/default/files/2019_TELPAS%20Alt%20PLDs_FORWEB.pdf
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https://www.texasassessment.gov/resources/telpas-alternate/telpas-alternate-observable-behaviors-electronic-version
/sites/default/files/2021-22-telpasalt-partreqsform.pdf
/sites/default/files/2021-22-telpasalt-partreqsform.pdf
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/student-assessment/testing/telpas/telpas-alternate-resources
/sites/default/files/2019_TELPAS%20Alt%20PLDs_FORWEB.pdf


/sites/default/files/telpas-alternate-test-administrator-manual.pdf
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scores can also permit comparisons of student performance across different domains 
through scaling. 

A student’s scale score on a TELPAS Alternate domain determines that student’s 
proficiency level for that domain. To facilitate the monitoring of a student’s progress 
from one year to the next, TELPAS Alternate results for individual students include the 
student’s proficiency level rating and scale score for both the previous and current year. 
Proficiency level cut scores are discussed in the Performance Standards section of this 
chapter. 
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performance for STAAR Alternate 2 grades 3–8 reading, English I, and English II is 
calculated separately for the students classified in each of the TELPAS Alternate 
reading English language proficiency levels (Awareness, Imitation, Basic 
Independence, Developing Independence, and Basic Fluent). For each grade level, 
starting with grade 3, and including the TELPAS Alternate proficiency level breakout 
group, two types of performance data are examined: 

1. average STAAR Alternate 2 scale scores 

2. STAAR Alternate 2 passing rates (Level II: Satisfactory) 

Data are presented on the following page for STAAR Alternate 2 grades 3–8 and 
English I and II. Table 7.8 shows that within a grade level, the average STAAR 
Alternate 2 scale score increases as a student’s TELPAS Alternate proficiency level 
increases. In addition, the passing rate on STAAR Alternate 2 increases as the 
TELPAS Alternate proficiency level tends to increase within each grade level. State 
passing rates for all STAAR Alternate 2 students can be found in the Test Results 
section of Chapter 5, “STAAR Alternate 2.” 

Table 7.8. 2022 STAAR Alternate 2 Grades 3–8 Reading, English I, and 
English II Performance by TELPAS Alternate Reading Proficiency 

Level for Students Who Participated in Both Assessments 
 

 
Grade/ 
Course 

TELPAS 
Alternate 
Reading 

Proficiency Level 
N 

2022 Average 
STAAR 

Alternate 2 
Reading/ 

English Scale 
Score* 

STAAR Alternate 2 
Passing Rate, 

2022 
Level II: 

Satisfactory 
Standard 

 
 

3 

Awareness 356  313  71%  
Imitation 310  334  86%  
Early Independence 357  341  92%  
Developing Independence 233  353  97%  
Basic 
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